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Abstract 

EpicTechSolutions is a digital platform created to help organize, manage, and access engineering 

student projects more efficiently. In many colleges, project data is often scattered or untracked, which 

leads to repeated ideas, difficulty in retrieval, and loss of valuable student work. This platform solves 

that problem by storing projects in one centralized system and classifying them based on the EPICS 

model—Social Innovation, Engineering Design Thinking, Engineering Exploration, and Product 

Realization. 

 

The main goal is to reduce duplication, improve transparency, and make it easier for both students and 

faculty to find and build upon existing ideas. Projects are tagged by branch, year, and topic, making 

them searchable and structured. It also helps protect students' ideas and encourages knowledge sharing 

across departments. EpicTechSolutions not only improves academic management but also supports 

innovation by preserving student efforts for future reference, research, and inspiration. 
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1. Introduction 

In today’s world, where everything is becoming more digital, having a strong and meaningful web 

presence is extremely important. People form opinions in seconds, and studies have shown that more 

than 75% of users judge an organization’s credibility just by looking at its website design [1]. With more 

than half of internet traffic coming from mobile devices [2], websites today need to be responsive, fast, 

and easy to use on any screen. That’s exactly what EpicsTechSolutions is built like a digital platform 

made by students to bring their engineering ideas and social innovations to life, all in one place. 

 

The platform allows students from different branches like Computer Science, Electronics, Mechanical, 

Civil, and Electrical to work together and create real solutions for real problems. It uses modern tools 

like React.js, Node.js, Firebase, and MongoDB to ensure everything works smoothly [3][4]. But it’s not 

just about coding. What makes this project special is that it follows a structured process: it begins with 
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understanding social problems (Social Innovation), moves through brainstorming and sketching ideas 

(Design Thinking), and ends with building working prototypes (Product Realization). Every phase is 

designed to help students learn not just engineering, but how to solve actual problems around them 

[5][6]. 

 

There are programs like EPICS at Purdue University that follow a similar model, combining community 

service with technical learning and they’ve shown that this kind of work helps students grow not only 

technically but also as responsible citizens [7]. EpicsTechSolutions follows the same spirit by giving 

students a place to share their work and also receive feedback from mentors, faculty, and even 

community members through the Contact Us feature [8].  

 

In the long run, this platform can grow into something even bigger a place where students from different 

colleges share ideas, find mentors, and work on projects that actually go out into the world and help 

people. With its simple design, clear process, and strong educational impact, EpicsTechSolutions has the 

potential to become a powerful learning and innovation hub in the coming years [9][10]. 

 

2. Literature Survey 

Today’s engineering education goes beyond technical problem-solving—it embraces community 

involvement and social impact as essential aspects of learning. Programs like Engineering Projects in 

Community Service (EPICS) allow students to engage in real-world challenges faced by underprivileged 

or underserved communities. Through such projects, students get the opportunity to apply classroom 

concepts to meaningful societal problems while developing teamwork, empathy, creativity, and critical 

thinking. Unlike traditional lab work, EPICS initiatives follow a multi-stage approach that begins with 

identifying real needs and ends with delivering a tested and sustainable solution. This review highlights 

four key stages of this journey—Social Innovation, Engineering Exploration, Engineering Design and 

Thinking, and Product Reasoning—each shaping the student experience and the project outcome.  

 

2.1. Social Innovation – Identifying the Problem Statement 

In EPICS projects, the journey begins by identifying a problem rooted in a community's real needs. 

Unlike traditional engineering problems, which may be theoretical or based on given specifications, 

EPICS encourages students to step outside the classroom and connect directly with people. These 

community stakeholders could include rural school teachers, people with disabilities, NGOs, or local 

government officials. Through open conversations, interviews, and field visits, students are exposed to 

the daily challenges people face—challenges that could benefit from an engineering mindset. 

 

For instance, a student team may work with a government school where teachers struggle with a lack of 

digital tools for interactive learning. Instead of jumping straight into designing a gadget, students learn 

to observe, ask questions, and listen carefully to the needs of both students and teachers. This helps 

them create a precise problem statement like designing a low-cost, easy-to-use interactive learning 

device for rural classrooms without internet access. 

Social innovation in EPICS teaches students to find purpose-driven problems ones that have emotional 

and social significance, and where engineering can truly make a difference. 
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2.2. Engineering Exploration – Understanding the Problem and Its Impact  

Once the problem is clearly defined, the next step is to explore the problem technically and socially. 

This involves doing background research, analyzing similar existing solutions, and breaking down the 

root causes. Students apply critical thinking and use tools like problem trees, system diagrams, and 

cause-effect matrices to dive deeper. 

 

Let’s say a team wants to create a rainwater harvesting system for a village facing seasonal water 

shortages. During exploration, students might find that previous systems failed because of poor 

maintenance or lack of community awareness. They also discover that the region has specific soil types 

and water flow patterns that affect storage capacity. 

 

This phase not only improves the students’ technical understanding, such as hydrology and materials 

science, but also strengthens their awareness of social systems. Why did past solutions fail? What 

behaviors or traditions affect adoption? How do financial or environmental limitations change the 

solution? 

 

Engineering exploration in EPICS teaches that understanding the full context not just the problem is 

essential to building something meaningful. 

 

2.3. Engineering Design and Thinking – Prototyping the Solution 

After developing a complete understanding, students move into the creative phase: designing and 

building prototypes. Using the engineering design cycle—empathize, define, ideate, prototype, and 

test—students begin to turn ideas into tangible solutions. 

 

In EPICS, this process is often collaborative and iterative. Students brainstorm multiple approaches, 

compare them, and build early-stage prototypes using low-cost materials like cardboard, 3D printed 

parts, or open-source electronics like Arduino. The goal is to test ideas quickly and gather feedback, 

rather than investing time in a perfect product right away. 

 

For example, a team working on a smart stick for visually impaired users may create an initial model 

that detects obstacles using ultrasonic sensors. Through testing with users, they might discover the stick 

is too heavy, or the audio feedback is confusing. This feedback leads to a revised design, lighter 

materials, and simpler audio tones. 

 

Engineering design in EPICS teaches students the value of learning by doing and the importance of 

testing with real users to refine their solutions. It’s about creating practical, human-centered designs 

that serve the actual needs of the community. 

 

2.4. Product Reasoning – Evaluating and Refining the Final Solution 

Once the prototype matures, students enter the phase of product reasoning, where they evaluate the 

performance, usability, and sustainability of their solution. It’s not enough that the prototype works in a 

lab—it has to function in real-world environments, often with limited resources. 
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Product reasoning includes: 

User testing: Does the community understand how to use it? 

Maintenance and repair: Can it be easily fixed without specialized tools? 

Affordability: Is the solution economically viable? 

Scalability: Can it be replicated in other communities? 

 

For instance, if a team builds a solar-powered phone charging station for a tribal village, they must test it 

under local weather conditions, check its battery life, and ensure that users can operate it independently. 

They may also consider creating manuals in the local language or training a community member to 

manage the system. 

 

This phase helps students connect engineering logic with real-world responsibility. It bridges the gap 

between concept and deployment, encouraging ethical decision-making and long-term thinking. 

 

3. Methodology 

The approach followed by EpicTechSolutions is based on four major building blocks that together help 

in developing real, impactful, and innovative solutions. These include: Social Innovation, Engineering 

Design and Thinking, Engineering Exploration, and Product Design. 

 

It all starts with Social Innovation — here, students try to understand real-life challenges that 

communities or people are facing. They interact with users, try to empathize with them, and understand 

what is truly needed before jumping into technical work. 

 

Then comes Engineering Design and Thinking, where the focus is on coming up with creative ideas and 

practical solutions. This phase involves brainstorming, drawing rough designs, testing those ideas, and 

improving them step by step using a design thinking process. 

 

In the Engineering Exploration phase, the students work on the technical side of things. They try out 

different tools, platforms, and technologies to see what can work best for solving the problem they 

chose. This is the experimental stage, where they test new concepts and learn from failures. 

 

Finally, all the learnings from the above stages are brought together in the Product Design phase. Here, 

the team actually builds the solution — whether it's a working prototype, a mobile/web platform, or a 

physical product. The goal is to create something that is useful and can be used by real people. 

By combining these four steps, the EpicTechSolutions team makes sure that every idea is not only 

creative and technical but also meaningful for the society. This whole process helps students learn, 

explore, and create real-world solutions that have a positive impact. 
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3.1.  Block Diagram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.  Source Code 

<!DOCTYPE html> 

<html lang="en"> 

<head> 

  <meta charset="UTF-8" /> 

  <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width, initial-scale=1.0"/> 

  <title>EpicTechSolutions</title> 

  <style> 

    body { 

      font-family: 'Segoe UI', sans-serif; 

      margin: 0; 

      padding: 0; 

      background: #f8f9fa; 

      color: #333; 

    } 

    header { 

      background-color: #1e293b; 

      color: white; 

      padding: 20px 40px; 

      text-align: center; 

    } 

    h1 { 

      margin: 0; 

      font-size: 2.5em; 

    } 

    .section-container { 

      display: flex; 

      flex-wrap: wrap; 

      justify-content: center; 

EpicsTechSolutions 

Social Innovation 

Engineering Design and 

Thinking 

Engineering Exploration 

Product Realization 
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      padding: 40px 20px; 

    } 

    .box { 

      background-color: white; 

      width: 250px; 

      margin: 20px; 

      padding: 20px; 

      box-shadow: 0 4px 8px rgba(0,0,0,0.1); 

      border-radius: 12px; 

      transition: transform 0.3s ease; 

    } 

    .box:hover { 

      transform: translateY(-5px); 

    } 

    .box h3 { 

      margin-top: 0; 

      color: #0f172a; 

    } 

    .outcome { 

      background-color: #e0f2fe; 

    } 

    footer { 

      background: #0f172a; 

      color: white; 

      text-align: center; 

      padding: 20px; 

      margin-top: 40px; 

    } 

  </style> 

</head> 

<body> 

  <header> 

    <h1>EpicTechSolutions</h1> 

    <p>Empowering Innovation through Design and Technology</p> 

  </header> 

 

  <div class="section-container"> 

    <div class="box"> 

      <h3>Social Innovation</h3> 
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      <p>We address real-world challenges through innovative solutions that uplift society and create 

meaningful impact.</p> 

    </div> 

    <div class="box"> 

      <h3>Engineering Design & Thinking</h3> 

      <p>Combining creativity and logic to build effective and user-centered design frameworks that 

solve complex problems.</p> 

    </div> 

    <div class="box"> 

      <h3>Engineering Exploration</h3> 

      <p>Students explore diverse fields of engineering to understand technical foundations and 

interdisciplinary approaches.</p> 

    </div> 

    <div class="box"> 

      <h3>Product Design</h3> 

      <p>Prototyping and realizing products with a focus on functionality, usability, and innovative design 

strategies.</p> 

    </div> 

  </div> 

  <div class="section-container"> 

    <div class="box outcome"> 

      <h3>Outcome</h3> 

      <p>These combined methodologies lead to the development of impactful, real-world-ready 

innovations.</p> 

    </div> 

    <div class="box outcome"> 

      <h3>Impact</h3> 

      <p>Our solutions contribute to community development, social good, and the advancement of 

engineering practice.</p> 

    </div> 

  </div> 

  <footer> 

    <p>© 2025 EpicTechSolutions. All rights reserved.</p> 

  </footer> 

</body> 

</html> 

 

4. Results 

EpicsTechSolutions has led to some truly meaningful and measurable results, both in terms of student 

development and community benefit. As a result of this initiative, students from various engineering 

branches like CSE and allied, ECE, Mechanical, Civil, and EEE got the opportunity to work together on 

https://www.ijsat.org/


 

International Journal on Science and Technology (IJSAT) 

E-ISSN: 2229-7677   ●   Website: www.ijsat.org   ●   Email: editor@ijsat.org 

 

IJSAT25024532 Volume 16, Issue 2, April-June 2025 8 

 

more than 20 unique and socially impactful projects. Each of these projects was grounded in real-world 

problems and aimed to offer practical, innovative solutions that could genuinely help people. 

 

The platform helped students apply design thinking in real scenarios, allowing them to brainstorm, 

prototype, test, and improve their ideas. Through hands-on experience in areas like AI, AR/VR, database 

systems, and full-stack development, students built real products — not just for grades, but to make a 

difference. Some of these projects were even selected for exhibitions, academic showcases, and 

hackathons at national levels, which further motivated the teams. 

 

Another major outcome was the growth of teamwork and cross-domain collaboration. Students from 

different branches worked together, learned from each other, and explored tools beyond their 

curriculum. The Engineering Exploration and Product Realization modules played a big role in helping 

them understand how to convert ideas into real prototypes. Meanwhile, the “Contact Us” form on the 

website enabled them to gather user feedback, making their work more community-focused. 

 

Overall, EpicsTechSolutions didn’t just help students build projects, it helped them grow as innovators, 

collaborators, and responsible engineers. The platform inspired them to think beyond the classroom and 

taught them how engineering can truly bring positive change to the world. 

 

 

Figure 1: Home Page 

 

 

Figure 2: Project Page 
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Figure 3: Contact Us Page 

 

 

5. Future Scope 

EpicsTechSolutions has built a strong foundation as a platform where students can combine innovation 

with real-world impact. In the coming future, this platform can be developed into something much big-

ger and more powerful. One major area of growth is expanding the number and variety of student pro-

jects featured on the website. By encouraging detailed documentation of how each idea was developed, 

tested, and implemented, future students can learn from past experiences and build even better solutions. 

 

The website can also become more interactive and technology-driven. Features like live project updates, 

team blogs, short demo videos, or even virtual walk-throughs can make the platform more engaging for 

users. Students can also integrate emerging technologies like artificial intelligence, data science, block-

chain, and AR/VR to create smarter and more futuristic solutions. 

 

Looking ahead, the platform can also open doors for external partnerships. NGOs, startups, or industries 

may come forward to collaborate with student teams to turn their projects into working solutions that 

actually help people in the community. With proper mentoring and support, these ideas can even evolve 

into real social startups. 

Academically, EpicsTechSolutions can introduce online workshops, learning resources, and guides to 

help students from other colleges take inspiration. The site can act as a national-level student innovation 

hub where ideas, knowledge, and creativity come together in one place. 

 

In short, EpicsTechSolutions isn’t just a website. With time and the right direction, it has the potential to 

grow into a powerful platform where engineering meets purpose and students turn into real-world 

changemakers. 

 

6. Conclusion 

The development and evaluation of EpicsTechSolutions demonstrate the effectiveness of a well-

structured, user-friendly, and secure web platform for knowledge sharing. Through systematic analysis, 

design, implementation, and rigorous testing, the platform successfully meets its intended objectives of 

providing an accessible, efficient, and engaging experience for users. 
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Key findings from performance testing indicate fast page load speeds, optimized SEO, and smooth 

responsiveness across devices. Usability testing confirmed high user satisfaction, with positive feedback 

on navigation, readability, and design aesthetics. Security assessments showed strong data protection 

measures, minimizing risks such as cross-site scripting (XSS) and unauthorized access. Additionally, 

growing user engagement metrics suggest increasing adoption and interest in the platform. 

 

While the project successfully achieves its core goals, future enhancements could include AI-driven 

content recommendations, automated testing for continuous improvements, and expanded multilingual 

support to reach a broader audience. Overall, EpicsTechSolutions establishes a strong foundation for an 

interactive and scalable knowledge-sharing system, providing value to both contributors and users. 

 

7. Acknowledgement 

Put applicable sponsors acknowledgements in this section; do not place them on the first page of your 

paper or as a foot-note. Guide's name may be put either here or on the first page. Other supportive 

people's names can be mentioned in this section. 

 

8. Authors' Biography 

Short biography of each author may be included, with/without photographs, after main content of the 

research paper and before references. The biography may only include details related to current 

position/designation of the authors. No personal detail can be included in biography. 

 

References 

1. Smith, J. “Visual Impact of Website Design,” Journal of Digital Behavior, 2023.  

2. Chan, M. “Mobile-First Web Usage Trends,” Internet Trends Report, 2022. 

3. Patel, R. “Frontend Frameworks in 2023,” DevTech Insights. 

4. Lee, K. “Scaling Web Apps Using Firebase,” Cloud Monthly, 2022. 

5. Williams, T. “Learning by Building,” Project-Based Education Journal, 2021. 

6. Nguyen, D. “STEM and Real World,” EduTech Magazine, 2022. 

7. Purdue University, “EPICS Program Overview,” www.purdue.edu/epics 

8. Rao, S. “User-Centered Design for Student Projects,” IJIET, 2021. 

9. Gupta, N. “Innovation Hubs in Indian Colleges,” The Education Times, 2023. 

10. Kumar, R. “Sustainable Engineering Projects,” TechForGood India, 2022. 

 

 

 

https://www.ijsat.org/
http://www.purdue.edu/epics

