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Abstract: 

The intricate relationship between social class and access to education in the literary works of 

Pyarichand Mitra, one of the earliest novelists in Bengali literature. Set against the backdrop of 19th-

century colonial Bengal, Pyarichand Mitra's narratives reflect the socio-economic stratification of his 

time, where education functioned as both a symbol of modernity and a means of social mobility—yet 

remained largely inaccessible to the lower classes. By analyzing key texts such as Alaler Gharer Dulal, 

this study highlights how Pyarichand Mitra critically engages with the disparities in educational 

opportunities among different social strata. His characters often embody the tensions between tradition 

and progress, privilege and deprivation, thereby exposing the systemic barriers that restricted 

educational advancement to the elite. Pyarichand Mitra’s nuanced depiction of these dynamics 

underscores the broader colonial and indigenous forces at play in shaping access to knowledge and 

reform. The paper argues that Pyarichand Mitra not only documented these inequalities but also subtly 

challenged them by advocating for moral and social reform through literature. In doing so, he 

contributed to the larger discourse on education and social justice in colonial India. 
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1. Introduction: 

 

Pyarichand Mitra, a pioneer of Bengali prose fiction and social realism, holds a significant place 

in the literary and intellectual history of colonial Bengal. His most celebrated novel, Alaler Gharer Dulal 

(1857), is often credited as one of the earliest Bengali novels, notable not only for its literary merit but 

also for its keen social observation. In an era when education was emerging as a key instrument of social 

change, Pyarichand Mitra’s works offer valuable insights into how class hierarchies mediated access to 

learning and knowledge.  

Colonial Bengal witnessed a complex interplay of tradition, colonial modernity, and socio-

economic reform. The introduction of Western education, promoted by the British and supported by 

sections of the Indian elite, created new opportunities for upward mobility. However, access to this form 

of education was largely confined to the upper and middle classes, leaving the lower strata of society 

excluded from its transformative potential. Pyarichand Mitra’s writings reflect this exclusion, as he 

portrays characters whose educational opportunities—and lack thereof—are deeply entwined with their 

social standing.  
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This topic explores how Pyarichand Mitra critiques and reflects upon these class-based 

disparities in educational access. His narratives do not merely document social inequality; they engage 

with it critically, using fiction as a medium to expose the contradictions of a society in transition. By 

examining key characters and situations in his works, the study aims to demonstrate how education 

functions as both a privilege and a contested space within the broader framework of class and colonial 

power. Through this lens, Pyarichand Mitra’s literature becomes a vital commentary on the socio-

educational landscape of his time, offering a layered understanding of how class determines one’s 

position within the knowledge economy of colonial Bengal.  

2. Significance of the study: 

The significance of this study lies in its attempt to bridge literature and social history by 

examining how Pyarichand Mitra’s works portray the intersection of social class and access to education 

in colonial Bengal. In an age where education began to symbolize progress and modernity, Pyarichand 

Mitra’s writings offer a rare and insightful window into how educational opportunities were unequally 

distributed across different social strata. By analyzing his portrayal of class-based disparities, this study 

contributes to a deeper understanding of how literature reflected—and subtly resisted—the socio-

economic structures of the time.  

Pyarichand Mitra was not merely a storyteller; he was a social commentator who used fiction to 

critique prevailing norms and advocate for reform. His characters often embody the contradictions of a 

society caught between tradition and modernity, privilege and deprivation. Studying these 

representations helps illuminate the historical context in which education emerged as both a 

transformative force and an exclusive domain of the elite. 

Furthermore, this study is relevant to ongoing discussions about educational inequality in 

contemporary society. By exploring how class has historically shaped access to education, it provides a 

framework for understanding persistent patterns of exclusion. Pyarichand Mitra’s works serve as early 

literary documentation of these issues, making them valuable not just in a literary sense but also in the 

context of socio-cultural and educational studies. Thus, the research not only enhances our appreciation 

of Pyarichand Mitra’s literary contributions but also underscores the enduring impact of class on 

educational access and social mobility. 

 

3. Objective of the study: 

 

 To analyze the depiction of social class in Pyarichand Mitra’s literary works. 

 To explore how educational access is influenced by class structures in his narratives. 

 To examine characters as representations of class-based educational disparity. 

 To assess Pyarichand Mitra’s critique of social inequality through the theme of education.  

4. Delimitation of the study: 

This study is delimited to a literary analysis of select works by Pyarichand Mitra, with a primary 

focus on his seminal novel Alaler Gharer Dulal. While Pyarichand Mitra has contributed to various 

genres, this research concentrates solely on his fictional prose to understand the portrayal of social class 
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and access to education. The study does not aim to provide a comprehensive socio-historical account of 

19th-century Bengal but rather uses Pyarichand Mitra’s narratives as a lens to explore the class-based 

dynamics of educational access during the colonial period. 

The scope of the study is further limited to examining class distinctions rather than other 

intersecting factors such as gender, caste, or religion, although these aspects may appear peripherally. 

The analysis is grounded in a qualitative literary framework and does not involve empirical data or 

comparative studies with other contemporary authors. The focus remains on the thematic content, 

character development, and narrative structure in Pyarichand Mitra’s works that highlight issues of 

educational privilege and exclusion. 

Furthermore, the research does not extend to the broader impact of colonial educational policies 

or reform movements, except where directly referenced or reflected in the literary texts. Translations and 

interpretations are based on available English versions of the texts and may not capture all nuances of 

the original Bengali language. These delimitations are intended to maintain a focused and manageable 

scope, allowing for an in-depth examination of how Pyarichand Mitra’s fiction engages with the themes 

of social class and educational inequality in colonial Bengal. 

5. Area of the study : 

The area of this study falls within the interdisciplinary fields of literary criticism, social history, 

and education studies, with a particular focus on colonial Indian literature. It explores how fiction serves 

as a reflection and critique of socio-economic realities, specifically examining the interplay between 

social class and access to education in 19th-century Bengal. The study is situated in the broader context 

of colonial discourse, where Western education became a marker of social mobility but remained 

unequally distributed across different classes. 

At the heart of this research is the literary work of Pyarichand Mitra, whose narratives provide a 

valuable lens for understanding the stratification of society and the uneven dissemination of education 

during the colonial period. Through close textual analysis, the study investigates how characters, 

settings, and narrative themes in Pyarichand Mitra’s works highlight the privileges enjoyed by the elite 

in accessing education, as well as the limitations faced by lower social groups. 

This area of study also engages with critical literary theories related to realism, postcolonialism, 

and social justice, using them to interpret Pyarichand Mitra’s portrayal of a transforming society caught 

between tradition and colonial modernity. Additionally, it touches on the early development of the 

Bengali novel as a medium for social commentary and reform. 

By focusing on literature as a socio-cultural artifact, the study contributes to a nuanced 

understanding of how class-based inequalities in education were perceived, represented, and possibly 

challenged in early Indian fiction. It thus lies at the intersection of literature, society, and education in 

colonial India. 

6. Methodology of the study: 

This study adopts a qualitative and interpretative methodology grounded in literary analysis to 

explore the themes of social class and access to education in Pyarichand Mitra’s literary works, 

particularly focusing on his novel Alaler Gharer Dulal. The research is framed within the broader 
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disciplines of literary criticism, social history, and education studies, aiming to uncover how Pyarichand 

Mitra’s fiction reflects, critiques, and engages with the socio-educational realities of 19th-century 

colonial Bengal. 

 Textual Analysis 

The primary method employed is close reading and critical textual analysis of Alaler Gharer Dulal, with 

supporting references to other relevant writings by Pyarichand Mitra where applicable. Through a 

detailed examination of narrative structure, character development, dialogues, and settings, the study 

investigates how class-based disparities are depicted in relation to education. Emphasis is placed on 

identifying patterns, symbols, and themes that reveal the socio-economic conditions influencing access 

to education. 

 Thematic Categorization 

Themes such as social mobility, colonial influence, traditional hierarchy, and reformist ideals are 

identified and categorized. This helps to structure the analysis and draw connections between different 

elements within the narrative that highlight the interplay between class and educational opportunity. 

 Contextual Framework 

The literary analysis is situated within the socio-historical context of 19th-century Bengal. Historical 

texts, educational policy documents from the colonial period, and secondary scholarly literature are 

consulted to provide background and context. This helps in understanding the real-life parallels and 

influences reflected in Pyarichand Mitra’s fiction. 

 Theoretical Approach 

The study incorporates insights from postcolonial theory, particularly those dealing with the politics of 

education and social stratification in colonized societies. Marxist literary criticism is also applied to 

interpret the representation of class and economic power, while elements of cultural studies are used to 

analyze the impact of Western education on traditional Indian society. 

 Literature Review and Comparative Insight 

Relevant secondary sources including critical essays, historical accounts, and literary critiques are 

reviewed to support the primary analysis. Though not comparative in nature, occasional references to 

other contemporary authors and texts are made to contextualize Pyarichand Mitra’s approach and 

highlight his unique contribution. 

 Language and Translation Consideration 

The study is based on English translations of Pyarichand Mitra’s original Bengali texts, acknowledging 

that certain linguistic and cultural nuances may be lost. Where possible, original Bengali terms and 

meanings are cross-checked to preserve interpretive accuracy. 

By using this multi-layered qualitative approach, the methodology ensures a comprehensive 

understanding of how Pyarichand Mitra’s literary work reflects and critiques the relationship between 

social class and educational access in colonial India. 

Statement of the problem: 

In 19th-century colonial Bengal, education emerged as a critical tool for social advancement and 

modernization. However, access to this transformative force was not equitably distributed. It remained 

largely confined to the upper and middle classes, while marginalized groups continued to face systemic 

barriers. Pyarichand Mitra, a pioneering figure in Bengali literature, addressed these social realities 
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through his fiction. His novel Alaler Gharer Dulal and other writings offer valuable insight into the 

complex interplay between social class and access to education during a period of cultural and political 

transition. 

Despite the historical and literary significance of Pyarichand Mitra’s work, there has been limited 

critical engagement with how his narratives reflect and critique educational inequality rooted in class 

divisions. Most studies have focused on his contributions to Bengali prose style or social satire, often 

overlooking the deeper socio-educational commentary embedded in his texts. 

The central problem this study seeks to address is the underexplored representation of class-

based disparities in educational access within Pyarichand Mitra’s literary works. It raises questions such 

as: How does Mitra portray the relationship between social class and education? In what ways do his 

characters embody or challenge these structural limitations? What broader critique does he offer 

regarding the social order of his time? 

By investigating these issues, the study aims to fill a gap in both literary and socio-historical 

scholarship, offering a nuanced understanding of how early Indian fiction engaged with education as a 

site of privilege, exclusion, and potential reform. 

 

Review of the literature: 

The relationship between social class and access to education in colonial India has been a subject 

of considerable historical and sociological inquiry. Scholars such as Gauri Viswanathan (Masks of 

Conquest, 1989) and Partha Chatterjee (The Nation and Its Fragments, 1993) have explored how 

colonial education served both as a means of control and a vehicle for elite formation. These studies 

underline how education became a class-bound domain, offering opportunities for the privileged while 

excluding the lower strata of society. In this context, literature, particularly emerging Bengali fiction, 

became a significant medium for reflecting and critiquing these socio-educational inequalities. 

While Pyarichand Mitra is widely recognized as one of the pioneers of the Bengali novel, 

scholarly engagement with his work has largely centered on linguistic innovation, prose style, and 

cultural satire. For instance, Sisir Kumar Das, in A History of Indian Literature, acknowledges Alaler 

Gharer Dulal (1857) as a landmark in Indian fiction, emphasizing its realistic portrayal of contemporary 

Bengali society. However, deeper thematic explorations, especially concerning class and education, 

remain underdeveloped in much of the available scholarship. 

Brajendranath Bandyopadhyay and Jogesh Chandra Bagal have written on Pyarichand Mitra’s 

role as a reformer and commentator on Bengali middle-class life, but their works focus more on the 

socio-cultural rather than educational implications of his fiction. Similarly, more recent studies in 

Bengali literary criticism often situate Mitra within the framework of the Bengal Renaissance, 

celebrating his progressive ideas, yet do not fully analyze how he addressed the nexus of class and 

educational inequality. 

In the broader field of literature and education, scholars like Krishna Kumar and Meenakshi 

Thapan have discussed the symbolic function of education in Indian novels, showing how it often 

represents both aspiration and exclusion. Their analyses, while insightful, tend to focus on post-

independence or nationalist-era literature, leaving early colonial fiction like Pyarichand Mitra’s 

relatively unexplored in this regard. 

Postcolonial literary theory has also opened up new interpretative avenues. Homi Bhabha’s 

concept of mimicry and Frantz Fanon’s critique of colonial education can be useful in analyzing how 
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Pyarichand Mitra’s characters relate to Westernized forms of learning and how these relationships 

reflect deeper social anxieties and hierarchies. However, direct applications of such theories to 

Pyarichand Mitra’s work are sparse. 

This review reveals a gap in existing literature: while Pyarichand Mitra’s contributions as a 

writer and social commentator are well acknowledged, the specific ways in which his fiction critiques 

class-based disparities in education remain largely unexamined. There is a need to bridge literary 

criticism with socio-educational analysis to fully understand Pyarichand Mitra’s nuanced portrayal of a 

society where education is both a site of empowerment and exclusion. 

By focusing on this intersection in Pyarichand Mitra’s work, the present study aims to contribute to both 

literary scholarship and the social history of education in colonial India, offering a more comprehensive 

understanding of how early Indian fiction engaged with pressing social issues of its time. 

 

Analysis of the objective: 

 Depiction of Social Class in Pyarichand Mitra’s Literary Works. 

Pyarichand Mitra, a trailblazer in Bengali literature, used fiction not only as a vehicle for storytelling 

but also as a powerful medium of social commentary. His most notable work, Alaler Gharer Dulal 

(1857), is widely considered one of the first Bengali novels and is celebrated for its vivid portrayal of 

19th-century Bengali society. Central to this portrayal is the theme of social class, which Mitra addresses 

with keen insight and subtle critique. His works reflect a transitional period in colonial Bengal, where 

traditional hierarchies were being challenged by new social formations, particularly through the 

emerging importance of Western education. 

Pyarichand Mitra's depiction of social class is nuanced and layered. He does not present class 

distinctions merely in economic terms but explores their cultural and educational implications. In Alaler 

Gharer Dulal, the protagonist and other characters navigate a society where class status determines 

access to education, cultural capital, and even personal identity. The "bhadralok" or genteel class, with 

its exposure to English education and modern values, is set against a backdrop of traditional, 

uneducated, or lower-class individuals who are often excluded from these new opportunities. Through 

satire and irony, Mitra highlights the pretensions and moral decay of the Westernized elite, who often 

use education as a tool for social dominance rather than enlightenment. 

However, Pyarichand Mitra does not idealize the lower classes either. His representation is realistic, 

acknowledging the structural barriers that prevent their upward mobility. He critiques a society that uses 

class as a gatekeeper, limiting education—and by extension, empowerment—to a privileged few. For 

instance, characters from modest or rural backgrounds are portrayed as lacking the means or cultural 

capital to pursue formal education, reinforcing their marginalization in a rapidly modernizing world. 

What makes Pyarichand Mitra’s treatment of class particularly significant is his recognition of 

education as a transformative yet exclusionary force. While he acknowledges its role in personal and 

societal progress, he also exposes how it reinforces existing inequalities when access is restricted by 

social class. His writings suggest that without equitable access, education becomes a symbol of elitism 

rather than a tool for collective upliftment. 

Moreover, Pyarichand Mitra’s critique is not just social but moral. He often portrays the educated 

elite as losing touch with traditional values, embracing superficial Western habits without internalizing 

ethical or humanistic principles. This tension between tradition and modernity, and between appearance 

and substance, is a recurring motif that reveals the contradictions within the colonial class structure. 
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In conclusion, Pyarichand Mitra’s depiction of social class is central to understanding the 

educational dynamics in his literary works. Through realistic characters, critical observation, and literary 

satire, he exposes the entrenched link between class and access to education in colonial Bengal. His 

work remains an important early literary voice that challenges social hierarchies and calls for a more 

inclusive vision of education and progress.  

 

 Educational Access is Influenced by Class Structures in Pyarichand Mitra’s Narratives. 

In Pyarichand Mitra’s literary works, particularly in Alaler Gharer Dulal, education emerges not as a 

universally accessible right but as a deeply class-bound privilege. Mitra skillfully portrays how 

educational opportunities are unevenly distributed in colonial Bengali society, where one's class status 

largely determines access to formal learning, intellectual development, and social mobility. His 

narratives offer a critical lens through which we can examine the intersection of class hierarchy and the 

emerging colonial education system of 19th-century Bengal. 

The rise of Western education in Bengal during the colonial period created a new avenue for upward 

mobility, but it was primarily accessible to the upper-caste, urban, and economically stable segments of 

society—often referred to as the bhadralok. Mitra presents this reality by creating characters who either 

benefit from or are excluded by their class position in relation to education. For instance, in Alaler 

Gharer Dulal, the protagonist Gopi is a member of a privileged household and receives a Western 

education, allowing him to participate in the elite cultural and intellectual circles of Calcutta. However, 

Mitra satirizes this privileged education when it becomes a marker of vanity and moral decline rather 

than true learning, suggesting that education without values can lead to alienation from one’s roots and 

responsibilities. 

In contrast, characters from lower socio-economic backgrounds in Pyarichand Mitra’s fiction are 

either denied access to education or portrayed as trapped within traditional systems of learning that lack 

the prestige and transformative power of English education. These individuals often serve to highlight 

the structural barriers that prevent the underprivileged from participating in the modern educational 

sphere. They are depicted as capable and hardworking but constrained by their social position—unable 

to afford tuition, books, or even the time away from labor necessary to pursue studies. Thus, education 

remains a distant ideal for them, reinforcing their subordinate place in the social order. 

Pyarichand Mitra also critiques the performative nature of education among the upper classes, where 

learning is often pursued for status rather than self-improvement. He exposes how this class uses 

education as a tool of exclusion, marking a cultural divide between the English-educated elite and the 

vernacular-speaking masses. The divide is not merely linguistic but symbolic of deeper social 

inequalities. By portraying these tensions, Pyarichand Mitra questions the fairness of a system where 

access to knowledge is filtered through wealth, lineage, and social privilege. 

Importantly, Pyarichand Mitra does not advocate for a rejection of education but calls for its 

democratization. Through his nuanced characters and social satire, he implies that education should be a 

moral and social equalizer rather than a reinforcement of class barriers. His fiction suggests the need for 

reform in both educational access and content, envisioning a society where learning is meaningful, 

ethical, and inclusive. 

Pyarichand Mitra’s narratives reveal that class structures play a determining role in who gains access 

to education and who remains excluded. His critical exploration of this theme not only reflects the social 

reality of his time but also contributes to ongoing debates about educational equity and social justice. 
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 Characters as Representations of Class-Based Educational Disparity in Pyarichand Mitra’s 

Literary Works.  

Pyarichand Mitra’s literary works, particularly Alaler Gharer Dulal, are notable for their vivid 

characterizations that reflect the socio-economic realities of 19th-century colonial Bengal. His characters 

are not merely individuals within a narrative, but embodiments of broader social types that reveal the 

deep-rooted disparities in access to education based on class. Through them, Pyarichand Mitra 

constructs a microcosm of a stratified society in which educational privilege is closely tied to one’s 

social and economic position. 

The protagonist of Alaler Gharer Dulal, Gopi, serves as a prime example of a Western-educated 

upper-class youth. He represents the newly emerging English-educated bhadralok, who has the financial 

resources, family background, and social status necessary to gain access to colonial education. However, 

Mitra does not idealize Gopi; instead, he uses satire to expose the superficiality and moral decay often 

associated with this privileged class. Gopi’s Western education does not necessarily lead to 

enlightenment or responsibility—it becomes a symbol of vanity, detachment from indigenous culture, 

and a mimicry of colonial manners. Through Gopi, Mitra critiques the upper-class appropriation of 

education as a status symbol rather than a means for meaningful self-improvement or societal 

contribution. 

On the other hand, characters from lower socio-economic backgrounds in Pyarichand Mitra’s 

works—though less central—are equally significant. These individuals often remain in the periphery of 

the educational discourse, symbolizing the structural exclusion faced by the poor and socially 

marginalized. They may display intelligence, moral strength, or ambition, but their circumstances deny 

them access to formal learning. Their lives are often tied to labor and traditional livelihoods, leaving no 

space or support for academic pursuits. These characters highlight the reality that merit alone cannot 

overcome the barriers imposed by class when educational infrastructure and opportunities are limited to 

the elite. 

Moreover, Mitra often contrasts these groups to emphasize the irony of the colonial education 

system. While the elite enjoy easy access to modern education but misuse or misunderstand its value, the 

underprivileged—who might benefit most from its emancipatory potential—remain excluded. This 

contrast functions as a critique of a society in transition, where colonial modernity offers promises of 

progress but restricts its benefits to a select few. 

Even minor characters—such as domestic workers, clerks, or rural dwellers—are strategically used by 

Pyarichand Mitra to reflect how education (or the lack of it) defines their life paths and social worth. 

Their limited or non-existent access to schooling reinforces their fixed position within the class 

hierarchy, revealing a system that preserves inequality through the very institutions meant to challenge 

it. 

In conclusion, Pyarichand Mitra uses his characters as powerful representations of class-based 

educational disparity. By placing them within contrasting social settings and equipping them with 

varying degrees of access to learning, he exposes the deep fault lines of class in colonial Bengal. His 

portrayal serves as a critique of an education system that, rather than bridging societal gaps, often 

perpetuates them—making his work an early and enduring commentary on the politics of knowledge, 

privilege, and social mobility. 
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 Social Inequality Through the Theme of Education in Pyarichand Mitra’s Literary Works. 

Pyarichand Mitra’s literary contributions, particularly in Alaler Gharer Dulal (1857), present a 

subtle yet powerful critique of social inequality through the lens of education. Writing during a time of 

socio-political transition in colonial Bengal, Mitra captures the growing divide between social classes as 

Western education became increasingly associated with power, prestige, and modernity. His fiction 

reflects how access to education, rather than serving as a means of societal upliftment, was shaped by 

and reinforced existing class structures. 

Pyarichand Mitra critiques the socio-educational framework of his time by exposing how 

education—especially English education introduced under colonial rule—was monopolized by the upper 

classes. In his narratives, characters from affluent, urban backgrounds have access to schools, tutors, and 

resources that enable their advancement in colonial society. However, this access often leads to mimicry 

of Western habits and detachment from indigenous values. Through satire and irony, Pyarichand Mitra 

presents education not as an inherently noble pursuit but as a socially constructed tool that perpetuates 

class privilege. 

The character of Gopi in Alaler Gharer Dulal embodies this contradiction. A product of upper-class 

upbringing and colonial education, Gopi is portrayed as self-indulgent, morally weak, and disconnected 

from the realities of the less privileged. Pyarichand Mitra uses Gopi’s character to question the quality 

and purpose of education when it serves more as a status symbol than a vehicle for intellectual or moral 

development. This critique is not directed at education itself but at the social and cultural inequalities 

embedded in its access and application. 

Conversely, Pyarichand Mitra presents the lower classes as largely excluded from the formal education 

system. Characters from rural or impoverished backgrounds are often portrayed as intelligent and 

capable, yet denied the opportunity for learning due to economic hardship and social marginalization. 

These portrayals highlight how structural inequalities prevent education from fulfilling its potential as a 

democratizing force. Mitra implicitly argues that education, instead of breaking down social barriers, 

often reinforces them when access is determined by birth rather than merit. 

Moreover, Pyarichand Mitra’s critique extends to the broader colonial framework that introduced 

education in India. While English education promised progress and enlightenment, it primarily served 

the interests of the colonial state and the Indian elite. Mitra’s works suggest that this system created a 

class of individuals who were educated in Western knowledge but alienated from their own culture and 

society. He exposes the irony of a system that claims to civilize but deepens social stratification. 

In essence, education in Pyarichand Mitra’s fiction is not a neutral or universally empowering 

force. It is deeply entangled with issues of class, power, and identity. By depicting how the elite 

manipulate educational opportunities for social superiority and how the lower classes remain 

systematically excluded, Mitra offers a powerful critique of social inequality. His work calls for a more 

inclusive and ethical vision of education—one that empowers all sections of society rather than 

reproducing hierarchies. 

Through the theme of education, Pyarichand Mitra thus holds a mirror to the inequities of his 

time, making his literature an enduring commentary on the intersection of class, knowledge, and social 

justice. 
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7. Conclusion / Findings 

This study critically examines the intersection of social class and access to education in 

Pyarichand Mitra’s literary works, with particular focus on the broader theme of his critique of social 

inequality through education. Four major objectives guide the analysis, each contributing to a deeper 

understanding of how Mitra’s fiction engages with the socio-educational landscape of colonial 

Bengal.The depiction of social class in Pyarichand Mitra’s writings reveals a sharply divided society, 

where Western education is predominantly available to the urban elite. Through satire and realism, 

Pyarichand Mitra highlights how this privileged class uses education as a tool for status and power, 

rather than for genuine reform or intellectual development.The study explores how educational access is 

influenced by class structures. In Pyarichand Mitra’s narratives, access to learning is determined not by 

merit but by birth, wealth, and social connections. The elite can afford schooling, books, and time for 

study, while the lower classes remain excluded due to economic constraints and social 

marginalization.The characters in Pyarichand Mitra’s fiction serve as representations of these disparities. 

Figures like Gopi, from Alaler Gharer Dulal, exemplify the educated elite who squander the benefits of 

education, while lower-class characters are portrayed as morally upright yet deprived of opportunities to 

learn.The study shows that Pyarichand Mitra uses education as a theme to critique social inequality. His 

work exposes how colonial education, while promising progress, often reinforced social hierarchies by 

privileging the already powerful. Through this critique, Mitra calls for a more ethical and inclusive 

vision of education that serves all strata of society. 

In conclusion, Pyarichand Mitra’s fiction stands as an early and powerful literary intervention 

against class-based educational exclusion and social injustice. 
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