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Abstract: 

This paper extracts the availability of a warm standby system with reboot delay and switching failures. 

The system is studied under the assumption that the time-to-failure and the time to repair of the primary 

and standby units are exponentially and generally distributed, respectively. There is a possibility of 

failures during the switching from standby state to primary state. Reboot delay happens in this switching 

procedure of a standby unit to primary unit. The reboot time is assumed to be exponentially distributed. 

It is assumed that there is a significant probability of a switching failure. Primary and warm standby 

units can be considered to be repairable. Using the supplementary variable technique we develop the 

explicit expressions for the steady state availability.  
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1. Introduction: 

Availability is used extensively in various field of engineering, such as production system, 

manufacturing system, parallel redundant system, multiprogramming system, and industrial system. An 

availability plan provides a strategy for availability control. Availability is concerned with the 

probabilistic mean values, probability distributions etc. one of the way increasing system availability is 

to allowed repair of primary unit as well as warm standby units. Rau (1970) has discussed in his book 

about the probability of several models in Systems Engineering. Ambuj and Stephen (1987) analyzed 

availability of computer systems. Tuteja and Gulshan (1992) considered cost benefits of two 4unit warm 

standby system with two server and different type of failure. Gupta and Rao (1996) gave interference 

model of M\G\1 machine with spare. Sarkar and Sarkar (2000) worked on availability of a system under 

faultless repair. Tern et al. (2004) explained availability of multicomponent systems with preventive 

maintenance. Parashar and Taneja (2007) evaluated reliability and profit of hot standby system with two 

types of repair facilities. Wang and Chen (2009) examined availability of three systems with reboot 

delay and switching failures. The system also worked with the assumption general repair times. Bieth et 

al. (2010) considered a system under arbitrary life with two repair persons.  

Nakagawa (2011) gave different sources to analyze stochastic process for applications to reliability 

theory. Hajeeh (2012) discussed availability of a system with different repair. Levtin et al. (2013) 

optimized sequencing of a system with warm standbys. Yusuf (2015) evaluated availability of a 

repairable system with imperfect repairs and deterioration under. Kumar and Garg (2016) considered 

availability of series parallel system with help of soft computing technique. Devi, Kumar and Saini 
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(2017) analyzed non- identical unit system with weibull repair. Wang et al. (2018) examined cold-

standby systems under periodic maintenance. Patowary et al. (2019) discussed modeling of microgrid 

system in hot standby mode. Yen et al. (2020) compared availability of systems with detection delay and 

general repair times. Lv (2021) worked on repairable system with one unreliable server and repair rate. 

Kanta and Chadhary (2024) used the idea of incomplete coverage probability to calculate a system's 

availability and probabilities. The availability of a warm standby system with a fault detection delay was 

covered by Kanta and Chadhary (2024). In their 2024 study, Kanta and Chadhary examined the costs of 

cold standby systems with common cause failures. The availability of a warm standby system with usual 

repair times was detailed by Kanta and Chadhary (2024). Gupta and Kumar (2025) analyzed an 

imperfect repairable system and obtained its availability.  

2. System Description: 

In this study, a system is considered with reboot delay and switching failure. The system is studied under 

the statement that the time to failure and time to repair of the primary and standby units are 

exponentially and generally distributed. In this system, standby units work as warm standby units, 

whenever, primary unit is failed. There is a possibility of failures during the switching from standby unit 

to primary unit. It is expected that there exists a significant probability q of switching failure in the 

system. In the system, let us assume that reboot delay happens throughout the switching process of a 

standby unit to a primary unit. The reboot times are supposed to be exponentially dispersed with 

parameter β. The primary and standby units are considered to be repairable. The times to repair of the 

units of the system are random variables (i.i.d.) which having the distribution B (u) (u ≥ 0) with a 

probability density function b (u) (u ≥ 0), and mean repair time b1. U is the remaining repair time for 

failed unit under repair such a supplementary variable. The system has one primary unit and two standby 

units with failure rate λ and α respectively. It has six states. Three states are operable states and three 

states are failed states. States (1,2), (1,1) & (1,0) are operable states while states (0,2), (0,1) & (0,0) are 

failed states.         

3. Notation: 

M (t): Number of primary units in the system, (initially). 

N (t): Number of warm standby unit in the system. 

U (t): Lasting repair time for the unit being repaired.  

β:  Reboot delay rate. 

λ:  Failure rate of primary unit in the system.  

α:  Failure rate of a warm standby in the system. 

Pm, n (t): Probability that at time t, where m and n are operating and warm standby units respectively. 

Where m = 0, 1 & n = 0, 1, 2. 

b (u): Probability density functions for repair distribution.   

 

4. The STATE TRANSITION DIAGRAM is as follows: 
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5. System Equation: 

   The differential difference equations of each state are as following. 

       t,0PtP2tP 1,12,1

'

2,1 
                                                                                               

(1) 

       tPq1tPtP 2,12,0

'

2,0 
                                                                                               

(2) 

                 t,uPubt,uPt,uP2t,uPt,uP
ut

0,12,02,11,11,1 
















                               (3)   

           tPq1tPq1qtPtP 1,12,11,0

'

1,0 
                                                                    

(4) 

    
           t,uPubt,uPt,uPt,uPt,uP

ut
0,01,01,10,10,1 


















                                                (5) 

       t,uPt,uqPt,uPqt,uP
ut

0,11,12,1

2

0,0 

















                                                           (6) 

From equation (1) - (6), we get the following steady state equation. 

  
   0PP20 1,12,1 

     (7)                                                                                                                              
 

             0PubuPuP2uPuP
u

0,12,02,11,11,1 





                                                     (8) 
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           0PubuPuPuPuP
u

0,01,01,10,10,1 





                                                               (9) 

 
       uPt,uqPt,uPqt,uP

u
0,11,12,1

2

0,0 





                                                                (10) 

  
    2,12,0 Pq1tP0 

                                                                                                  (11) 

       
    1,12,11,0 Pq1Pq1qP0 

                                                                                      (12)
 

Where two state (0, 2) and (0, 1) incur a reboot delay with same mean 1/β. In steady state, we define.  

 

                                                                                                                                                (13)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                (14) 

                                                                                                                                                (15) 

Further we define, 

                                                                                                                                                (16) 

                                                                                                                                                               (17) 

                                                                                                                                                (18) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                               (19) 

From equations (7), (11) and (12), we have.

 

                                                                                                                                                (20) 

                                                                                                                                                (21) 

                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                       (22)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

Taking the Laplace – Stieltjes transformation of equation (8) - (10) by using equation (13) - 15) we have. 

     

                                                                                                                                           (23) 

                                                                                                                                                (24) 

                                                                                                                                                (25) 

Now setting S = λ+α and S = 0 in equation (23) and using equation (20).                                                    

                                                                                                                             (26) 

 

    2,12,1 PubuP 

    2,02,0 PubuP 

    1,01,0 PubuP 

     duubeudBeSB
0

su

0

su*








 

     uduPeSP n,m

0

su*

n,m 




   duuP0PP
0

n,m

*

n,mn,m 




     0PSSPduuP
du

d
e n,m

*

n,mn,m

0

su 




    2,11,1 P20P 

 
2,12,0 P

q1
P






   
1,12,11,0 P

q1
P

q1q
P











             0P0PsBPsB)2q1(sPs 1,10,1

*

2,1

**

1,1 
             0P0PsBPsBsPsPs 0,10,0

*

1,0

**

1,1

*

0,1 

         0PPsBqsqPsPssP 0,02,1

*2*

1,1

*

0,1

*

0,0 

 
      

  2,1*

**

0,1 P
B

B12qB
0P





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                                                                                                                                          (27) 

 

Putting again S = λ in equation (23) and using equation (26), we have. 

                                                                                                                                                (28) 

Now setting S = λ in equation (24).                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                (29) 

 

We get after substituting equations (22), (26) and (28) into equation (29).  

 
 

    
 

 
    

    2,1*

*

2,1*

*

*0,0 P
B

B12
qq1P

B

B12
q

B

1
0P 






































                  (30) 

Put S = 0 in equation (25),

                                                                                                                  

 

                                                                                                                                                (31) 

Substituting equations (27) & (30) into equation (31). 

                                    (32)

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Now differentiating equation (23) - (25) with respect to S and after this we put S = 0 in the obtained 

result then we have. Where   0Bb 1*

1   denotes mean repair time. 

                                                                                                                                                (33) 

                                                                                                                                                (34)                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                (35) 

We get on substituting equations (26) and (27) into equation (33). 

                                                                                                                                                (36) 

We obtain the following equation after substituting equations (34) and (36) into equation (35).  

   

  

  
 

     
   

  
   

    
     

























































2

*

1
1**

*

*1*2

*

*

*

*

0,0

q
B

qb1
b

BB

B12

B

q2
b

B

B12q1

B

B1q

0P                     (37)    

Now using the normalizing condition  

      1PP0P0P0PP 1,02,0

*

0,0

*

0,1

*

1,12,1                                                                         (38) 

We can compute 2,1P . We assume that two reboot delay state (0, 2) and (0, 1) are system down states. 

Then we get the availability Av. 

 
    
    2,1*

*
*

1,1 P
B

B12
0P






 
     

 




*

1,0

**

1,10,1

0,0
B

PBP0P
0P

      2,1

2*

1,10,0

*

0,1 Pq0qP0P0P 

 
  

 
    

   
    

    2,1*

*

**

*

*

*
*

0,1 P
B

B12

BB

B12

B

B1q
0P 
























          }0PP]2q1{[b0P0P 0,12,11

1*

1,1

*

1,1 

            ]P0P[b0P0P0P 1,00,01

1*

1,1

1*

0,1

*

0,1 

          2,1

2

1

1*

1,1

1*

0,1

*

0,0 Pqb0qP0P0P 

  
 

 
 

  
  2,11*

*

*

1*

1,1 Pb
B

B1

B

21
0P 





















 
      

  2,1*

**
*

1,1 P
B

BB2
P





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     0P0PPA *

0,1

*

1,12,1v                                                                                                        (39) 

 Now substituting (27) and (32) into equation (39), we get. 

 

 
 

 
  2,1**

*

v P
B

2
q

B

B1
1A 

























                                                                     (40)                       

6. Special cases for VA : 

In this work, we determine three repair time distributions; Exponential, Gamma and Uniform 

distribution respectively. The expressions of availability are as following. 

I. Exponential repair time: This case consists of mean repair time set as  /1b1
, where μ is the 

repair rate. We have the following values by taking Laplace transformation. 

                                                                                                                (41)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                       

                                                                                                      (42)                                                                      

  

                                                                                 (43) 

 

II. Gamma repair time distribution: This repair time has Gamma distribution with parameter r. 

We set the mean repair time set as  /1b1
. After taking Laplace transformation we obtain the 

following results. 

 

                                                                                                       (44)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

                                                                                              (45)                                                                                                                                                   

 

                                        (46) 

 

III. Uniform repair time distribution: In this case, repair time has a uniform distribution over the 

time interval [a, b]. We set b1= (a + b)/2 which is mean repair time. We obtain following values after 

taking Laplace transformation. 

 

                                                                                                  (47) 

 



*B

 



*B

  
2,1VM P

2
q1A 



























 
r

*

r

r
B 














 
r

*

r

r
B 














  

    
 

  
 

2,1r

r

r

rr

rGamV P
r

r2
q

r

rr
1A































 
 ab

ee
B

ba
*







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7.   Comparison of Availability: 

In this study, three types of repair time distributions as exponential, gamma and uniform are used.The 

values of different parameter are set as following. 
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0.999127231 

0.001 0.0005 5 0.1 
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0.999175486 
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0.998960009 

 

0.998961157 

 

0.998961482 
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0.998946948 

 

0.998948966 

 

0.998949563 

0.001 0.0005 2.4 0.1 

 

  

0.07 

 

0.998932015 

 

0.998934904 

 

0.998935773 
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Table 2 
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8. Interpretation of the results:    

In this study, we analyzed the availability of a warm standby system incorporating key real-world 

complexities such as reboot delay, switching failures, and generally distributed repair times. By 

modeling the system with one primary unit and two warm standby units, and by classifying the system 

into six distinct states, we were able to capture the system's behavior under various failures and repair 

scenarios. Using the supplementary variable technique, we developed explicit expressions for the steady-

state availability of the system. The model accommodates exponential failure and reboots times, along 

with general repair time distributions, making it flexible and applicable to a wide range of practical 

systems. The analysis highlights the significant impact of switching failure probability and reboot delay 

on system availability. As such, these factors should be carefully considered in the design and 

maintenance planning of standby systems to ensure high reliability and reduced downtime. This work 

provides a strong analytical foundation for further research into more complex or larger-scale systems, 

including those with multiple standby levels, varying repair priorities, or different standby policies (e.g., 

cold or hot standby). 
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