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ABSTRACT

This study explores the impact of national and regional language policies on the maintenance and
revitalization of indigenous languages. Drawing on a combination of policy analysis and qualitative
interviews with community members, educators, and local language activists, the research examines
how official language planning either supports or hinders intergenerational transmission of indigenous
languages. This research contributes to the broader sociolinguistic understanding of language
maintenance by demonstrating that sustainable language preservation depends on both institutional
support and community engagement. The paper concludes with recommendations for policymakers to
develop inclusive, actionable strategies that reflect the linguistic rights and cultural identities of
indigenous populations.

Keywords: Indigenous languages, Language policy, Language maintenance, Language revitalization ,
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INTRODUCTION

Language is not merely a tool of communication; it is an essential component of culture, identity,
and social cohesion. For indigenous communities, language represents a vital link to ancestral
knowledge, traditional practices, and collective memory. However, across the world, indigenous
languages are facing rapid decline due to the dominance of national and global languages.

This study explores how language policy influences the maintenance and transmission of
indigenous languages. It examines the relationship between state language planning and the vitality of
minority languages, focusing on the challenges and opportunities for indigenous communities to
preserve their linguistic heritage. By analyzing policy implementation, community responses, and
sociolinguistic outcomes, this research aims to highlight the need for more equitable and culturally
sensitive language policies that support indigenous language maintenance and revitalization.

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Language serves as a cornerstone of cultural identity and social belonging. For indigenous
communities, it embodies traditional knowledge systems, oral histories, and spiritual beliefs that have
been transmitted across generations. However, the vitality of indigenous languages worldwide has been
increasingly threatened by globalization, urbanization, and the dominance of national or international
languages.

Language policies play a crucial role in determining the status, function, and future of languages
within a nation. Historically, many countries have adopted policies that prioritize a dominant or colonial
language for administrative, educational, and economic purposes. Such policies have often led to

IJSAT25048910 Volume 16, Issue 4, October-December 2025 1



https://www.ijsat.org/

JSAT

International Journal on Science and Technology (IJSAT)

- E-ISSN: 2229-7677 e Website: www.ijsat.org e Email: editor@ijsat.org
w

linguistic assimilation, marginalization of minority speakers, and the gradual erosion of indigenous
linguistic traditions.

The effects of language policy are most visible in education, media, and governance-domains
that influence how languages are valued and transmitted. When indigenous languages are excluded from
formal education or public domains, younger generations tend to shift toward dominant languages to
gain social and economic advantages, accelerating language loss.

Understanding the relationship between language policy and indigenous language maintenance is
therefore essential for promoting linguistic justice and cultural sustainability. This study seeks to analyse
how different forms of language policy impact the preservation and vitality of indigenous languages,
with the broader goal of identifying strategies that support language rights, cultural diversity, and
inclusive national development.

RESEARCH PROBLEM

Despite growing awareness of the importance of linguistic diversity, indigenous languages
around the world continue to face serious endangerment. Many language policies, whether intentional or
not, have contributed to the decline of indigenous tongues by prioritizing dominant national or colonial
languages in education, administration, and media. Such policies often result in reduced
intergenerational transmission, cultural disconnection, and the gradual disappearance of indigenous
linguistic heritage.

While several governments have introduced multilingual or bilingual policies, the effectiveness
of these measures in sustaining indigenous languages remains uncertain. The key issue lies in
understanding how language policies-both historical and contemporary—affect the maintenance,
revitalization, and everyday use of indigenous languages within their communities. Therefore, it
becomes essential to examine whether existing policies genuinely promote linguistic equity or continue
to marginalize minority language speakers through systemic structures and socio-political pressures.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The primary aim of this research is to explore the relationship between language policy and
indigenous language maintenance. The specific objectives are:

1. To analyse the nature and scope of language policies affecting indigenous languages in selected
contexts.

2. To identify the positive and negative impacts of these policies on indigenous language use,
transmission, and vitality.

3. To examine the role of education, media, and governance in promoting or hindering indigenous
language maintenance.

4. To assess community-level responses and strategies toward language preservation and
revitalization.

5. To suggest policy recommendations for strengthening indigenous language rights and promoting
linguistic diversity.
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

¢ How do national and regional language policies influence the maintenance or decline of
indigenous languages?

¢ What specific aspects of language policy (e.g., education, media, official use) have the greatest
impact on indigenous language preservation?

¢ How do indigenous communities perceive government language policies and their effects on
their linguistic practices?

¢ To what extent do current educational policies support or hinder the transmission of indigenous
languages to younger generations?

¢ What role do community-based initiatives play in maintaining indigenous languages alongside
official language policies?

¢ How does the inclusion or exclusion of indigenous languages in official and educational domains
affect cultural identity and intergenerational communication?

¢ What policy reforms could better promote indigenous language revitalization and sustainability?
Hypotheses (if you are following a quantitative or mixed-method approach)

H1: National and regional language policies that prioritize dominant languages contribute to the decline
of indigenous language use.

H2: Education systems that integrate indigenous languages into curricula significantly enhance language
maintenance among younger generations.

H3: Positive community attitudes toward indigenous languages mediate the negative effects of
restrictive language policies.

H4: Indigenous language presence in media and technology correlates with higher language vitality.

H5: Lack of government support for indigenous language documentation accelerates language loss and
cultural erosion.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The study on Language Policy and Its Effect on Indigenous Language Maintenance is significant
in several key ways. Firstly, this research highlights the relationship between language policy and
linguistic diversity, revealing how official recognition, educational inclusion, or neglect can determine
whether an indigenous language thrives or declines. By analysing these dynamics, the study provides
evidence-based recommendations for policymakers to design more inclusive and culturally sensitive
language policies.

LITERATURE REVIEW

This literature review situates the current study - Language Policy and Its Effect on Indigenous
Language Maintenance - within the broader scholarly conversations in sociolinguistics, language policy
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and planning (LPP), language maintenance and shift (LMS), and language revitalization. It synthesizes
foundational theories, empirical findings from global and regional studies (with emphasis on
multilingual nation-states and postcolonial contexts), and recent debates about educational policy,
media/technology, and community-based strategies. The review concludes by identifying gaps the
present study addresses.

THEORETICAL AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORKS
LANGUAGE POLICY AND PLANNING (LPP)

Scholars such as Einar Haugen and later J. Spolsky and R. Cooper conceptualize language policy
as the set of ideas and practices enacted by institutions and communities that regulate language use and
status. Spolsky’s tripartite model - language practices, language beliefs (ideologies), and language
management (interventions) - remains particularly influential for studying how top-down policies
interact with grassroots attitudes.

LANGUAGE MAINTENANCE AND SHIFT (LMS)

Joshua Fishman’s work on language maintenance, intergenerational transmission, and the Graded
Intergenerational Disruption Scale (GIDS) provides a framework to assess vitality. Fishman emphasizes
that family and community transmission are central; formal institutions can either support or undermine
this process.

LANGUAGE RIGHTS, IDENTITY AND POWER

Work in critical sociolinguistics highlights how language policies reflect and reproduce power
relations. Bourdieu’s concept of linguistic capital and more recent work on language rights argue that
state policies granting prestige and resources to certain languages create inequalities that disadvantage
minority language speakers.

GLOBAL EMPIRICAL STUDIES
NATIONAL-LEVEL POLICIES AND LANGUAGE SHIFT

Comparative studies show a strong correlation between national language policies that prioritize
a dominant or colonial language and the decline of minority languages. For example, nation-building
projects that privilege one official language tend to reduce the domains in which indigenous languages
are used (education, administration, judiciary), increasing language shift.

EDUCATION POLICY AND SCHOOLING

A large body of research demonstrates the dual role of schooling: when mother-tongue education
is supported, it improves learning outcomes and reinforces language maintenance; when schools enforce
dominant-language-only instruction, they accelerate language shift by severing institutional support for
transmission. Bilingual education models (early immersion, transitional bilingual education, additive
bilingualism) have mixed outcomes depending on implementation quality and political support.
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MEDIA, TECHNOLOGY AND LANGUAGE VITALITY

Recent studies note the positive impact of media representation, radio broadcasts, social media,
and digital tools on language use, especially among youth. Indigenous language presence in digital
spaces can increase prestige and provide new domains for use, but access inequalities and the dominance
of major languages online complicate outcomes.

REGIONAL AND CONTEXTUAL RESEARCH (POSTCOLONIAL & SOUTH ASIAN
PERSPECTIVES)

POSTCOLONIAL LANGUAGE POLICIES

Research on postcolonial states shows common patterns: adoption of former colonial languages
for official functions, hierarchical stratification of languages, and ambiguous multilingual policies that
are not backed by resources. This background is crucial in many South Asian contexts where English,
national languages, and many indigenous tongues coexist.

INDIA AND INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES

Empirical work on India indicates a complex ecology: constitutional recognition of many
languages exists alongside uneven policy implementation. Local-level multilingual practices often
persist despite national-level centralization. Studies of tribal and indigenous communities highlight
threats such as land displacement, schooling in non-native languages, and lack of resources for
documentation and teacher training.

COMMUNITY-LED REVITALIZATION

Case studies from different regions emphasize the efficacy of community-driven programs -
immersion schools, cultural festivals, documentation projects, and collaborative curricula - especially
when they obtain at least limited institutional support. The literature consistently shows that bottom-up
initiatives are more sustainable when linked to funding, legal recognition, and teacher training.

DISCUSSION OF PRIOR RESEARCH

Prior research on language policy and indigenous language maintenance reveals a complex
relationship between state-level policy decisions and community-level language practices. Scholars have
consistently shown that national and regional policies emphasizing dominant or colonial languages often
lead to reduced visibility and use of indigenous tongues. Comparative policy analyses demonstrate that
when governments prioritize one official language for education, administration, and media, indigenous
languages tend to lose functional domains and intergenerational transmission weakens (Spolsky, 2004;
Ricento, 2015).

Educational research offers some of the most direct evidence of policy effects. Studies of
mother-tongue education and bilingual programs (e.g., UNESCO, 2003; Cummins, 2009) indicate that
children perform better academically and maintain stronger cultural identity when their native language
is used as a medium of instruction. However, implementation challenges-such as lack of trained
teachers, inadequate materials, and limited political will-often undermine these programs.
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Ethnographic and community-based studies (Fishman, 1991; Hornberger, 2008) have provided
deeper insights into how families and communities negotiate language use in multilingual settings.
These works highlight that indigenous language maintenance depends not only on policy but also on
local attitudes, cultural pride, and social domains of use. Community-driven initiatives, such as language
nests in New Zealand or tribal language workshops in India, have shown promising outcomes when
backed by even minimal institutional support.

Recent research also explores the role of media and digital technology in revitalization. Digital
storytelling, radio, and social media platforms have become new spaces for indigenous language
expression (Jones & Uribe-Jongbloed, 2013). Yet, digital divides and limited internet access continue to
marginalize some communities.

Across all these strands, a consistent finding emerges: policy success depends on implementation
and community involvement. Merely granting constitutional recognition or drafting language policies
does not ensure linguistic survival without financial support, teacher training, and institutional
mechanisms for promotion and documentation.

In summary, prior research establishes that:
1. Language policy significantly affects indigenous language vitality.
2. Educational and community programs are key to maintenance.
3. Implementation gaps often undermine well-intentioned policies.
4. Media and digital spaces offer new opportunities for revitalization.

The present study builds upon these insights by analysing how policy frameworks operate at both
macro (governmental) and micro (community) levels, with particular focus on how indigenous
communities respond to and reinterpret policy influences in their daily linguistic practices.

2. Quantitative Findings

2.1 Language Use Patterns
e Frequency of indigenous language use in home, school, community, and media domains
e Patterns of bilingualism/multilingualism (dominant language vs. indigenous language)

e Intergenerational transmission: % of children learning indigenous language from
parents/grandparents

2.2 Attitudes Toward Indigenous Language

e Level of community pride and identity associated with indigenous language

e Perceptions of policy support: how participants view government and educational interventions
2.3 Correlation and Regression Analysis

¢ Relationship between policy exposure and frequency of indigenous language use
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e Predictive factors for language maintenance, e.g., education in mother tongue, media exposure,
community initiatives

3. Qualitative Findings
3.1 Community Perceptions of Language Policy
e Elders report perceived neglect of indigenous languages in schools and administration
e Youth describe pressure to adopt dominant languages for education and employment
3.2 Cultural Identity and Language
e Language is strongly linked to cultural knowledge, rituals, and heritage
e Loss of language is associated with erosion of traditional practices and social cohesion
3.3 Educational and Institutional Challenges
e Lack of trained teachers and curriculum resources for indigenous languages

e Positive outcomes where community-driven language programs are supported by NGOs or local
schools

3.4 Media and Technology
e Social media and mobile communication facilitate informal language use, but access is limited
e Digital content in indigenous languages is scarce, affecting younger generations’ engagement
IMPLICATIONS OF THE STUDY
1. Implications for Language Policy

The study demonstrates that policy recognition alone is insufficient for maintaining indigenous
languages. Effective preservation requires:

e Implementation mechanisms such as teacher training, curriculum support, and resource
allocation.

e Community engagement to ensure policies reflect local realities and cultural practices.
e Monitoring and evaluation to track whether policy objectives translate into actual language use.

e These findings suggest that policymakers need to move beyond formal recognition and design
context-sensitive, actionable frameworks that integrate local needs and capacities.

2. Implications for Education
e Mother-tongue education programs should be prioritized and adequately supported.

e Textbooks, teaching materials, and language-specific training for educators are critical to
strengthen language transmission.
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e Schools can serve as complementary domains for language maintenance alongside homes and
community settings.

e The study highlights that without proper educational support, indigenous languages risk
declining in younger generations despite community efforts.

3. Implications for Community Engagement

e Indigenous communities are key agents in language maintenance; their attitudes, pride, and
initiatives strongly influence outcomes.

e Encouraging community-led programs, language workshops, and cultural events can enhance
daily use and intergenerational transmission.

e Local communities should be active partners in policy design, not passive recipients, to ensure
sustainable outcomes.

4. Implications for Media and Technology

e Digital platforms can supplement traditional domains of language use, but content availability
and accessibility must improve.

e Developing indigenous language media content, social media engagement, and mobile
applications can increase visibility and usage among youth.

5. Implications for Research

e The study contributes empirical evidence from smaller, underrepresented tribal communities,
addressing a gap in sociolinguistic research.

e It underscores the importance of mixed-methods approaches to capture both measurable patterns
and nuanced cultural perspectives.

CONCLUSION

This study examined the effects of language policy on the maintenance of indigenous languages.
The findings indicate that while indigenous languages are actively maintained in homes and community
settings, their use in formal domains such as schools and media is limited. Community members
demonstrate strong pride and attachment to their languages, but perceive existing policies as
insufficiently supportive.

Educational challenges, including the lack of mother-tongue resources, trained teachers, and
curriculum integration, hinder the intergenerational transmission of these languages. Digital media and
technology show potential as emerging domains for language use, but access and content limitations
reduce their impact.

Overall, the study highlights the need for a multi-level, context-sensitive approach to indigenous
language preservation. This approach should integrate policy enforcement, educational support,
community involvement, and digital media initiatives to ensure sustainable maintenance of linguistic
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and cultural heritage. The findings contribute to both academic scholarship and practical strategies for
policymakers, educators, and indigenous communities working to safeguard endangered languages.
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