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Abstract

This study examined the relationship between learners’ interest in learning English and their
communication skills in the District of San Jose, Antique, during the school year 2024-2025. Using a
descriptive-correlational research design, the study determined the levels of learners’ interest in English
in terms of motivation, engagement, and attitude toward the language, as well as their communication
skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The respondents consisted of 108 teachers in charge,
selected through total enumeration, who assessed learners’ interest and communication abilities. Data
were gathered using a researcher-developed and validated questionnaire that demonstrated high reliability
(Cronbach’s alpha = 0.88).

Results showed that learners exhibited a moderately high level of interest in learning English, with
motivation receiving the highest rating, followed by engagement and attitude toward English. Learners’
communication skills were also rated moderately high, with listening skills showing the strongest
performance and writing skills receiving the lowest rating. Pearson Product-Moment Correlation analysis
revealed a significant positive relationship between learners’ interest in learning English and their
communication skills. These findings suggest that higher levels of learner motivation and engagement are
associated with improved English language performance. The study highlights the importance of fostering
learners’ interest through interactive teaching strategies and targeted interventions to enhance both
motivation and communication proficiency.

Keywords: Learners’ Interest, English Language Learning, Communication Skills, Motivation,
Engagement, Language Proficiency

1. Introduction

Mastery of the English language is widely recognized as essential for academic success and
effective communication in the 21st century. Learners’ interest in learning English plays a vital role in
shaping their motivation, engagement, and development of communication skills (Gardner, 1985;
Dornyei, 2005). Interest, defined as a psychological state characterized by focused attention and
enjoyment in learning activities, influences learners’ willingness to participate in language tasks and
persist in overcoming linguistic challenges (Krapp, 2002).

Communication skills, which include listening, speaking, reading, and writing, are key outcomes
of effective language instruction. Research indicates that learners who show a high level of interest in
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English are more likely to engage in communicative activities, demonstrate improved language
proficiency, and gain confidence in using the language in both academic and social contexts (Ushioda,
2011). Teachers play a critical role in nurturing learners’ interest by employing motivating instructional
strategies, encouraging classroom interaction, and creating supportive learning environments (Deci &
Ryan, 2000).

Despite the acknowledged importance of learner interest in English language learning, limited
studies have examined its relationship with communication skills within the Philippine context,
particularly in the Schools Division of Antique. Understanding how learners’ interest influences
communication skill development is essential for designing effective instructional approaches, developing
engaging learning materials, and improving learner outcomes.

Hence, this study aimed to examined teachers’ perceptions of learners’ interest in learning
English and its relationship with communication skills in the District of San Jose, Antique, during the
school year 2024-2025.

Methodology

This study employed a descriptive-correlational research design to determine teachers’
perceptions of learners’ interest in learning English and its relationship with communication skills. The
descriptive component identified the levels of learners’ interest and communication skills, while the
correlational component examined the relationship between these variables.

The respondents consisted of 108 teachers in charge of English classes in public schools within
the District of San Jose, Antique. Total enumeration was used to ensure comprehensive representation, as
these teachers are directly involved in teaching English and observing learners” communication abilities.

Data were collected using a researcher-developed and validated questionnaire reviewed by
English education experts and pilot-tested, yielding a high reliability coefficient (Cronbach’s alpha =
0.86). The instrument included sections measuring learners’ interest in learning English in terms of
motivation, engagement, and attitude, as well as learners’ communication skills in listening, speaking,
reading, and writing.

Ethical considerations were observed by securing informed consent, ensuring confidentiality, and
maintaining the anonymity of respondents. Data analysis involved descriptive statistics and Pearson
Product-Moment Correlation at a 0.05 level of significance.

Results

The findings revealed that learners in the District of San Jose Antique demonstrated a moderately
high level of interest in learning English, as perceived by their teachers, with an overall mean of 4.01 (SD
=0.39). Motivation received the highest rating (M = 4.08, SD = 0.36), followed by engagement (M = 3.99,
SD =0.41) and attitude toward English (M = 3.96, SD = 0.42).

Learners’ communication skills were likewise rated moderately high, with an overall mean of
3.97 (SD = 0.38). Listening skill showed the strongest performance (M = 4.05, SD = 0.35), followed by
speaking (M = 3.98, SD = 0.37), reading (M = 3.94, SD = 0.39), and writing (M = 3.91, SD = 0.40).

Correlation analysis revealed a significant positive relationship between learners’ interest in
learning English and their communication skills (r = 0.62, p < 0.01). This indicates that learners who are
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more motivated, engaged, and positive toward English tend to perform better across all communication
domains.

Discussion

The results emphasize the crucial role of learner interest in developing communication skills.
The strong rating of motivation supports Dornyei’s (2005) view that motivation is a key factor in
sustaining learner engagement and improving language proficiency. Learners who are interested in
English are more likely to participate actively in classroom activities and practice language skills, leading
to better performance.

The findings also show that learners perform better in receptive skills such as listening and
reading than in productive skills, particularly writing. This suggests the need for instructional strategies
that provide structured practice and feedback to strengthen learners’ productive language abilities
(Ushioda, 2011).

The significant relationship between interest and communication skills highlights the interaction
between affective and cognitive dimensions of language learning. By fostering interest, enjoyment, and
confidence, teachers can create learning environments that promote active engagement and effective
language use. Interactive activities, collaborative learning, and authentic language tasks can further
support this process.

Conclusion

The study concludes that learners in the District of San Jose Antique exhibit a moderately high
level of interest in learning English, with motivation emerging as the strongest dimension. Learners also
demonstrate moderately high communication skills, particularly in listening and speaking, while reading
and writing require further support. Importantly, a significant positive relationship exists between learners’
interest in learning English and their communication skills, indicating that motivation and engagement
play a vital role in language proficiency development.

Recommendations

Based on the findings, the study recommends that:

Teachers implement engaging and interactive teaching strategies, such as role-plays, games,
debates, and project-based learning, to sustain learners’ interest in English.

Schools provide targeted interventions to strengthen learners’ reading and writing skills through
guided practice and skill-focused activities.

Professional development programs equip teachers with effective strategies for motivating
learners and fostering engagement in language learning.

Schools promote supportive learning environments that encourage learners to participate
confidently and practice English without fear of making mistakes.

Parents and community stakeholders support learners’ English language development through
reading activities and language exposure at home.

Future research explore additional factors influencing learners’ English proficiency, including
technology use, learner autonomy, and collaborative learning.
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